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HONORING ARTHUR J. FILKINS, 
JR., 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. MARKWAYNE MULLIN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize my constituent, Mr. Arthur J. Filkins, Jr., 
who will celebrate his 90th birthday on April 
10th, 2014. 

Larry Filkins is a World War II veteran, and 
I cannot thank him enough for his strength of 
character, his service to our country, and his 
patriotism. 

He was a combat medic with the 3rd Ar-
mored Division, First Army. He landed on 
Omaha Beach three weeks after D-Day, en-
dured the bitter cold of the Battle of the Bulge, 
and pressed on to Germany. 

At age 18, Mr. Filkins was an Army private. 
At war’s end, he came home, age 21 and a 
Sergeant. He is an example to those who will 
follow in his footsteps, and it is a privilege to 
be a part of thanking him and acknowledging 
him. He is the kind of person who makes 
Oklahoma great. I am fortunate to be able to 
represent him, and I wish him all the best on 
his 90th birthday. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues join me in 
celebrating Mr. Arthur J. Filkins, Jr.’s 90th 
birthday, and the many years to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on March 
24, 2014, I was absent from the House and 
missed rollcall Vote 136 and rollcall Vote 137. 

Had I been present for rollcall Vote 136, on 
the motion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 
3060, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall Vote 137, on 
the motion to suspend the rules and pass, as 
amended, H.R. 1813, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

HELEN A. RIZZO’S 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Helen A. Rizzo of Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania 
who is turning 100 years old on March 21, 
2014. 

Mrs. Rizzo was born in Norristown, Pennsyl-
vania on March 21, 1914. She worked as a 
seamstress and married Daniel G. Rizzo. Mrs. 
Rizzo has two children, Carmen and Marian, 

as well as five grandchildren and six great 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, as she turns 100, I wish Helen 
Rizzo a happy and health birthday. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARIN SANI-
TARY SERVICE AND CENTRAL 
MARIN SANITATION AGENCY 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Marin Sanitary Service and Central 
Marin Sanitation Agency in celebration of the 
ribbon cutting held on March 18, 2014, for 
their Food-to-Energy (F2E) program, a public- 
private partnership designed to cut fossil fuel 
use and landfill waste by converting leftover 
kitchen scraps into a renewable energy 
source. Marin Sanitary Service, an innovative 
waste disposal company that plays an integral 
role in achieving Marin County’s exceptional 
75 percent diversion rate and its zero waste 
by 2025 goal, will turn food scraps from res-
taurants, caterers, and supermarkets into re-
newable energy at Central Marin Sanitation 
Agency’s wastewater treatment plant. 

Central Marin Sanitation Agency, a public 
agency, and Marin Sanitary Service, a family- 
owned local business, developed this cutting 
edge program to divert food scraps from the 
landfill and use it to generate energy. The F2E 
program and this public-private partnership is 
a first for Marin County and one of only two 
programs of its kind in California. 

Mr. Speaker, the Food-to-Energy program 
represents an important and exciting step in 
the right direction for the environment and 
people of California. Public-private partner-
ships such as this serve as an innovative ex-
ample for other communities to follow in an ef-
fort to reduce our impact on the environment. 
It is therefore appropriate that we celebrate 
the beginning of this pilot program. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF BAYLOR MED-
ICAL CENTER AT GARLAND 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Baylor Medical Center at Garland 
as they celebrate fifty years of success. 

Over the past fifty years, their commitment 
to provide high quality health care to their 
community has remained steadfast. Since its 
founding as Memorial Hospital of Garland in 
1964, Baylor Medical Center at Garland has 
grown from a 100-bed hospital to a 240-bed 
hospital, expanded its campus to four Medical 
Plazas, and opened the Don and Ruth 

Buchholz Pavilion. I want to commend Baylor 
Garland for being nationally recognized, in-
cluding ranked as a Top Metro Hospital in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth Metro Area by the U.S. 
News & World Report and receiving the Heart 
Failure Gold Achievement Award from the 
American Heart Association. Their integrity 
and care are evident through the personalized 
and excellent health care they provide which 
recognizes and fulfills the needs of all pa-
tients. I am deeply grateful for Baylor Garland 
and the positive impact they have on their 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my esteemed colleagues 
to join me in expressing our heartiest con-
gratulations and best wishes to Baylor Medical 
Center at Garland for another fifty years of 
continued success. 

f 

STEPHANIE JALLEN, 2014 U.S. 
WINTER PARALYMPICS TEAM 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Stephanie Jallen of Harding, Pennsylvania 
who represented the United States in the 
women’s alpine skiing competition in the 2014 
Winter Paralympics in Sochi, Russia. 

Stephanie is one of about 60 people world-
wide born with a rare condition called Con-
genital Hemidysplasia Ichthyosis Limb Defect 
(CHILD) syndrome that leaves the left side of 
the body underdeveloped. At the age of nine, 
she attended the Camelback Adaptive Ski 
Camp in Tannersville, Pennsylvania and fell in 
love with the sport. Despite her instructor’s at-
tempts to put her in a bi-ski, Stephanie in-
sisted on learning to ski standing up. She con-
tinued to work with the Pennsylvania Center 
for Adapted Sports and quickly became an ac-
complished skier. 

Stephanie has received many accolades for 
her achievements in alpine skiing. In 2011, 
she was named to the U.S. Paralympics Al-
pine National Team at the age of 15. Since 
then, she has taken home numerous first, sec-
ond and third place medals in contests rang-
ing from national championships to world 
cups. During the 2014 Winter Paralympics, 
she won two bronze medals, one in the Wom-
en’s Super Combined (standing), and one in 
the Women’s Super-G (standing). 

Despite her intense training schedule, 
Stephanie remains a true scholar athlete. She 
is currently a senior at Wyoming Area Sec-
ondary Center. After graduating this year, she 
will attend Kings College in Wilkes Barre, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, Stephanie Jallen has dem-
onstrated tremendous grit and determination in 
pursuing her Paralympic dreams. Therefore, I 
commend her for her hard work and achieve-
ments as part of the United States Paralympic 
alpine skiing team, and I wish her the best in 
her future endeavors. 
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HONORING THE TRINITY VALLEY 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE LADY 
CARDINALS 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize the outstanding 
achievement of the Trinity Valley Community 
College Lady Cardinals as the 2014 National 
Junior College Athletics Association (NJCAA) 
Division I Women’s Basketball Champions. 
This marks the 3rd consecutive NJCAA Cham-
pionship for the Lady Cardinals, a new NJCAA 
Division 1 record. 

In a 65 to 46 victory, the Lady Cardinals 
closed out their season with a 35–1 record. 
The success enjoyed by the team is truly re-
markable and a testament to the hard work 
and dedication of its players as well as Head 
Coach Elena Lovato, Assistant Coaches Ger-
ald Ewing and Spencer Robertson, and Team 
Manager Scott Pellegrin. Trinity Valley Com-
munity College President Dr. Glendon Forgey, 
faculty, staff, and students are also to be com-
mended for TVCC’s success both on the court 
and in the classroom. 

In addition to the record breaking team per-
formance of the Lady Cardinals this season, I 
also want to recognize Adut Bulgak for being 
named the tournament’s Most Valuable Play-
er, and Coach Lovato being named ‘‘Coach of 
the Tournament.’’ 

Trinity Valley Community College Lady Car-
dinals include: Adut Bulgak, Roddricka Patton, 
Shlonte’ Allen, Jazmine Spears, Julianne 
Anchling, Kuaneshia Baker, Deborah Meeks, 
Sylvia Smith-Gatson, Leashja Grant, Kyhonta 
Doughty, Autummn Williams, and Dominique 
Brooks. 

On behalf of the citizens of Athens and the 
Fifth District of Texas, I am honored to be able 
to recognize the Lady Cardinals in the United 
States House of Representatives. 

f 

PAT SOLANO, 2013 ATTORNEY JO-
SEPH SAPORITO SR. GREATER 
PITTSTON LIFETIME OF SERVICE 
AWARD WINNER 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Pat Solano, the recipient of the 2013 Attorney 
Joseph Saporito Sr. Greater Pittston Lifetime 
of Service Award. 

Mr. Solano was born on June 22, 1925 in 
Pittston Township, Pennsylvania. In 1942, he 
graduated from Pittston Township High School 
and immediately joined the U.S. Army Air 
Corp. During World War II, Mr. Solano flew 23 
combat missions over Germany with the 
Eighth U.S. Army Corp Heavy Bombardment 
Group. For his service, he received the Group 
Presidential Citation, the Air Force Medal with 
two Oak Leaf Clusters, and the European 
Combat Theatre Medal with two Bronze Stars. 
Once home from the war, Mr. Solano met and 
married his wife Marie, and they had six 
daughters. 

After serving in the Army, Mr. Solano dedi-
cated his life to public service, beginning as 

the assistant police chief for Pittston Town-
ship. In 1950, he became the Third District 
Republican Chairman, and later was named 
the County Republican Chairman in 1968. He 
also served two terms as a member of the 
Pittston Township School Board. Since 1969, 
Mr. Solano has worked for and advised ten 
Pennsylvania governors from both sides of the 
aisle. In 2002, he retired after 40 years of fed-
eral service. 

Mr. Solano’s dedication to Pennsylvania 
does not end with his work. He was a member 
of the Pittston Township Bicentennial Com-
mittee, Assistant Scout Master for Troop 212 
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 3rd De-
gree Knight of Columbus, the Columbus 
League of Luzerne County, Pittston Memorial 
Library fundraising co-chairman, and Luzerne 
County Community College trustee. 

For his commitment to improving Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. Solano has received many acco-
lades and awards. He was honored by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources, an agency he helped start 
20 years ago. He also received the Greater 
Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Commerce’s Life-
time Achievement Award, the Pennsylvania 
Environmental Council’s Thomas P. 
Shelbourne Environmental Leadership Award, 
a Doctor of Humane Letters from Misericordia 
University, and the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers Commander’s Award. 

Mr. Speaker, Pat Solano has shown out-
standing dedication to our nation, the state of 
Pennsylvania, and his local community. There-
fore, I commend him for his service and re-
ceipt of the 2013 Attorney Joseph Saporito Sr. 
Greater Pittston Lifetime of Service Award, 
and wish him the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

SGR REPEAL AND MEDICARE PRO-
VIDER PAYMENT MODERNIZA-
TION ACT OF 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 14, 2014 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, using 
Medicare as a political pawn in their 51st at-
tempt to undermine the Affordable Care Act is 
a new low, even for House Republicans. 

Americans are waiting for Congress to stop 
wasting time and start passing constructive 
solutions to the real challenges this country 
faces. The broken Medicare physician pay-
ment system is one such challenge. And there 
is a bipartisan, bicameral plan to reform Medi-
care physician payments to promote quality 
and efficiency. 

Unfortunately, today’s vote isn’t about that 
plan at all. We know this because the bill in-
cludes a poison pill that guarantees it will 
never become law. This is nothing more than 
one more tired exercise in Republicans indulg-
ing their obsessive hatred of the Affordable 
Care Act. Rather than working with Democrats 
to reach agreement on how to advance Medi-
care payment reform in a fiscally responsible 
way, Republicans instead attached a five-year 
delay of the Affordable Care Act’s requirement 
that everyone take responsibility for having 
health insurance. The White House has indi-
cated the President would veto this bill if it 
were to reach his desk. 

Private health insurers object to today’s anti- 
Obamacare exercise. America’s Health Insur-
ance Plans and Blue Cross BlueShield Asso-
ciation wrote: 

‘‘we have deep concerns about packaging 
the Medicare physician payment bill with 
legislation that would sever the link between 
the ACA’s individual mandate and its mar-
ket reforms. The experience of states that 
attempted this in the 1990s demonstrates 
that removing this important linkage will 
result in more uninsured Americans, higher 
costs, and reduced choices for individuals 
and families. To avoid these outcomes, we 
are asking Congress to reject efforts to re-
peal or delay the individual mandate in the 
debate on Medicare physician payment re-
form.’’ 

The American Academy of Family Physi-
cians had this to say: 

‘‘It is disturbing that work designed to ex-
pand access to quality health care would be 
advanced alongside a policy that delib-
erately removes access to quality health 
care coverage. Providing access to health 
care coverage for millions of Medicare bene-
ficiaries while eliminating access to health 
care coverage for millions more is simply 
poor public policy and we urge that such ap-
proach be abandoned.’’ 

This vote today is further evidence—as if 
any more were needed—that Republicans in 
Congress simply are not serious about ad-
dressing our real challenges. We need to fix 
Medicare physician payments. We need to im-
prove opportunity in this country. We need to 
raise the minimum wage. We need to renew 
extended unemployment benefits. Currently 
over two million Americans out of work 
through no fault of their own have been left in 
the lurch by Republicans’ refusal to renew 
these benefits. We were elected to this body 
to solve problems, not to posture endlessly. 

If Congressional Republicans were serious 
about fixing Medicare physician payments, 
they would not pull stunts like this. If they 
cared more about solving problems than they 
do about fulfilling their anti-Obamacare fetish, 
they would not pull stunts like this. Americans 
deserve better. Medicare beneficiaries deserve 
better, as do the doctors who treat them. To 
the majority, I say, stop wasting everyone’s 
time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CELEBRATION 
OF NOWRUZ 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
with this opportunity to recognize Nowruz, a 
traditional Persian holiday that began on 
March 20 and celebrates the arrival of spring. 

Nowruz has been observed by millions of in-
dividuals of Persian descent for more than 
3,000 years as a time of renewal health, hap-
piness, and prosperity. The holiday’s ecumeni-
cal values are celebrated by adherents of 
many religions including Islam, Judaism, 
Zoroastrianism, and the Bahai’I faith. It is con-
sidered a special time to share with family and 
friends and to honor cultural traditions. 

In the United States, Nowruz serves to re-
mind us of the many noteworthy and lasting 
contributions of Iranian-Americans to the so-
cial and economic fabric of American society. 
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